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PTA INSPIRE Grant Program
Funding inspiration at Paxson School 


PTA INSPIRE Grant program is designed to give teachers and their classrooms the means to try innovative projects and programs that inspire students beyond the basic curriculum.  Our grant program supports projects or programs that integrate with or enhances current curriculum and meets the program's key qualities of inspiration, creativity and enrichment.  We fund small classroom incidentals to whole projects, as funding is available.  The PTA also hopes the program will foster connection and communication between the PTA board and teaching staff.
Paxson teachers can apply for this grant throughout the year, currently on an as needed basis.  By 2018/19, we anticipate reviewing grant applications three times a year, at the October, February, and April PTA meetings with teachers submitting applications 2 weeks prior to meeting.  Teachers prepare and submit a grant application below to the PTA President, Carin Hansen, at cpugh99@hotmail.com.  Depending on the grant request, it may be requested that teacher(s) present their idea to the committee.  
TEACHERS:
Our application is below, and the committee is available for pre-application questions. The idea is to put great ideas to work in classrooms, not to create endless paperwork for our busy teachers, staff and volunteers.
FAQS
Can I apply for more than one grant?
Yes, you many submit as many applications as your time allows during an application cycle. The grant committee will assume that you will implement all of them should they all be funded.  If you are unable to implement a project please let the PTA know.   Our goal is to distribute the funding among different classrooms and teachers.

Can I apply with other teachers?
Yes, you may apply either individually or as part of a team. Your team can include teachers from your own or other grade levels.

Is there a limit to the amount of funding I can request?
At this time there is no minimum, and no maximum (this may change in the future). We do not have unlimited funding, but we want to hear program ideas from teachers.  The PTA is interested in creating partnerships with organizations and businesses to expand learning options such asking a biotech company to sponsor the purchase of new microscopes so as we would like to hear of bigger ideas to pursue these relationships. We consider how many students will benefit from the grant when we evaluate the grant amount and whether the materials or equipment purchased can be reused. 

How do I receive funds?
The PTA will either write a check to the company or vendor, but we can process a reimbursement check to you as well (please submit receipts for the item purchased.)  If you need assistance negotiating a price, please contact the PCA ahead of time.  The PCA is a 501c3 non-profit organization.  A vendor may give preferred pricing to nonprofit so ask about this.

May I keep the materials and equipment purchased through the grant and use them for other purposes?
The PTA and Paxson School owns the materials, equipment, and technology purchased through PTA Grants. The teachers receiving the grants may keep all books (catalog them with the library please), inexpensive equipment, and materials in their classrooms.
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	Project Title:
	


	Lead Teacher(s):
	


	Email Address:
	


	Direct Phone Number:
	


	Grades Involved:
	                                           Number of Students involved:


	Date Funds needed:
	


	Total Funding Requested:
	                  


	Date Project Start:
	Date of project completion, if applicable:


	Project Description
(Use this form or attach separate pages)


	1. Project name and description.  







	2. Project Timeline.  Please state dates of project implementation, and whether this is a one-time project or ongoing project.  Are you collaborating with other teachers?  If so, please include their roles in your timeline. 






	3. What is the purpose of this project?  What are the goals of the project? What are you trying to teach?  What will the students do and learn?







	4. How does this project tie in with your curriculum? How does it inspire and go above and beyond what is normally required?







	5. There are certain projects that may need to be approved by our principal, have you reviewed this project with her?  ___YES   ___NO

	6. Detailed Budget.  Please provide details of the total project budget.  Are you receiving funds from other sources/donations?








	7. Success Evaluation.  How will you know that this project has been successful?






For PTA use only:  Was this project successful?  ___YES   ___NO





Received by PTA committee ____________________________ _____________
 	(Signature) 			(date)
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